
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAPA and Fairplay’s endless commentaries on dumping of chicken 

JOHANNESBURG, July 2, 2020 - A statement made earlier this week on the Bruce Whitfield - Money Talk Show by 

Francois Baird of FairPlay who is a paid lobbyist for the main South African Poultry producers said:   “South 

Africa’s chicken industry is facing an existential threat from dumped imports”. Mr Baird claims there are vessels 

storing frozen poultry looking for markets to sell the product in. It is this type of disinformation from individuals 

such as Mr Baird that deflects from the truth about challenges. Many industries or companies within industries 

will however hide behind Covid-19 as a reason instead of owning up to self inflicted issues created by decisions 

they themselves have taken. 

As lockdown was first announced in March by President Ramaphosa, the COVID19 Pandemic has affected the 

poultry industry in the following ways: 

• The industry saw an increase from 25% to 62% on frozen bone-in chicken portions 

• The industry saw an increase of 30% to 42% on frozen boneless portions 

• The lockdown negatively impacted local poultry producers as the QSR/ Food service were closed during 

lockdown 

• A large percentage of production closed during what became stage five 

Poultry production like everywhere in the world had to continue as the live bird cycle is roughly 38 days. In SA the 

producers who mainly concentrate on the more profitable food service business, had to find alternative outlets 

for more than 50% of their production, wreaking havoc in an already tough trading environment.  

Fairplay have been driving the South African Poultry Associations (SAPA) Anti-Dumping campaign. In November 

last year, the local chicken producers continuously and publicly spoke about a new anti-dumping action against 

chicken from Brazil, but so far, no new investigation has been initiated.  

Now the drum is being beaten about new anti-dumping cases against European countries without an anti-

dumping duty. This is an aggressive media campaign, with very little action.  

The imports of chicken have been in decline, which is evidenced by the import statistics for May 2020. 

Based on May 2019 vs May 2020 

• Bone In Cuts     - 49.05% 

• Bone Less Cuts    - 79.60% 

If there is dumping, SAPA needs to bring the case so that we can deal with the facts. If there is dumping, ITAC will 

find that to be the case and anti-dumping duties will be imposed. If there is no dumping, this investigation will 

disappear.  



 
 
The chicken industry masterplan gives a forum to discuss these issues. AMIE believes that this is the forum to hold 

these discussions with Industry stakeholders and leave the debate out of the media. I do not agree that the media 

really is the place to have this argument. 

Paul Matthew – CEO Association of Meat Importers and Exporters 

Email- paul@amiesa.co.za | Mobile: 0826044055 


