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When I sat down and put May’s 
newsletter together, I used the words 
“It has been rather a hectic couple of weeks 
since our March newsletter”. If I only knew 
what July had in store for our sector 
and South Africa, especially Kwa Zulu 
Natal and Gauteng! That week of 
looting and destruction is something 
nobody wants to experience. The 
events of the past few weeks, the loss 
of infrastructure, production capacity, 
and raw material is going to have a 
significant impact on our sector. As I 
writing this newsletter, the port 
computer systems have also been 
hacked bringing down the entire 
Transnet IT Infrastructure! 
 
Our sector has lost in the region of 40 
000 tons of cold storage in the Durban 
area. The executive committee moved 
immediately to put together a plan of 
action, reaching out to Minister Didiza, 
with the request that she sit with AMIE 
to devise a plan around getting 
consignment up into the Johannesburg 
area. We had established availability of 
at least 30,000 pallet positions of cold 
storage in Johannesburg. 
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With the loss of space, and just before 
Transnet closed the Durban Port, the 
number of Import reefers on hand in the 
container terminals were: Pier 2 (49), Pier 
1 (95) and DRT (16). To make matters 
worse, import reefers expected in the next 
48hrs at that point was (Wed 12st July) 
Pier 2 (143), Pier 1 (59) and DRT (15). 
This has now added to what was originally 
in the port waiting to be removed. 
 
It was now vital that we sit with the 
government to discuss a plan of action. 
However, we have still not heard from the 
Minister's office! We reached out to AGRI 
SA (as they had been invited by the 
Presidency to engage with them on the 
current crisis), and our case was put 
forward, via AGRI SA on 20 July. 
 
Our case to Government requests that 
they: 
• Ensure the Durban Point is maintained as 

a foremost priority, following the riots. 
• Ensure that containers and products that 

are currently detained at the port in 
KwaZulu Natal, are transported directly 
to the manufacturing plants within the 
country, and to cold storage facilities in 
Johannesburg. 

 

This would entail that removal permits 
are issued at destinations, and the 
containers are consequently opened, and 
the product is supplied to manufacturers 
at destination. 
 
This will require a relaxation of the 
current testing regime as follows: 
• Reduce testing to visual testing and 

Veterinary Services can then undertake 
their functions at Cold stores and plants 
at destination. 

• Implementation of an informal 
electronic system that will accepted 
scanned and electronic copies of 
documents. It is our understanding that 
courier services have also been 
impacted by the riots. 

• A strategy should be implemented for 
the next 3 months, and thereafter a 
further 12 months, because of the 
limited cold storage capacity in KZN. 

 
However, still no feedback on the above. 
DALRRD have requested, via the 
Consumer Goods Council of South 
Africa, that we submit a comprehensive 
proposal to them (DALRRD).  
 



 

 

 

What I find very strange is that DALRRD 
never came back to us directly. We have, 
together with the Processed Meat Sector 
(SAMPA), submitted a plan of action. 
 
The plan puts forward three proposals:  
 
Proposal 1 – Clearing containers in 
Johannesburg: To allow the full sealed 
container to be transported to inland cold 
storage, where the inland Veterinary teams 
can follow the sampling and release procedure 
as is currently done at all Ports. The 
consignments will be held in bond until 
cleared for release. 
 
Proposal 2 – Accelerating the testing in Durban: 
Several laboratories in Durban have been 
directly impacted or have serious staff 
constraints because of the looting, all this 
extends the turnaround time for testing. Can 
the Vets not reduce the amount of testing, and 
thereby reduce the load on the labs, and 
accelerate their turnaround time? 
 
Proposal 3 – Accept exporting countries Micro 
results: Is it possible to accept exporting 
countries' micro results, which are done 
before containers are released for export by 
the exporting country? This way a “spot” 
check can be done, but the bulk of the 
containers can be fast-tracked for clearance 
and release? 
 

The three proposals, should one of them be accepted by Animal Health 
(DALRRD) are in no way expected to be a permanent solution. Rather an 
emergency concession for the next 6 months, by which time much of the 
damaged infrastructure should be repaired. 
 
Over and above this, we also had a good discussion with Transnet, who 
proposed to find evacuation solutions for AMIE members using rail. 
Members who need to utilise cold storage in Johannesburg can rail their 
reefers from Durban Port to City Deep. The weekly reefer train to Durban 
could fill the return trip to City Deep. This would be 48x40ft on a single leg, 
relieving up to 48 trucks from having to travel via road from Durban to 
Johannesburg. This has also been put forward to DALRRD. I really hope that 
by the time our July Newsletter goes out, we will be able to update our 
members with more positive news. 
 
On that note of positive news, I would like to welcome an additional sponsor 
to our newsletter, Rakoma Transport and Logistics. 
Until next time, I leave you with a quote by former President Nelson 
Mandela. 
 
Regards, 
Paul 
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CEO REPORT CONTINUED 

 
 
The problem that AMIE and SAMPA are 
highlighting, is not just about imports of raw 
material, but the overall impact on Port 
Operations, Food Manufacture, job retention 
and most important, maintaining food safety, 
while being flexible and adaptable to an 
unprecedented event such as South Africa has 
never experienced before. We are still 
waiting for a response!!! 
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THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA  
TRADE-IN SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS  
 

–	  NEDLAC	  UPDATE	  BRIEFING	  JULY	  2021	  
1. INTRODUCTION TO THE TRADE IN SERVICES 
PROTOCOL  
• The Legal Architecture of the Agreement establishing the 

AFCFTA includes the Protocol on Trade in Goods and 
Annexes: Protocol on Trade in Services; Protocol on Rules and 
Procedures for Settlement of Disputes. Phase II negotiations are to 
cover Protocols on Competition, Intellectual Property, 
Investment, and Digital Trade. 

• TIS Protocol covers the production, distribution, marketing, 
sale, and delivery of a service based on the 4 modes of supply. 
The scope of coverage of services negotiations include digitally 
traded services and e-commerce. 

• The protocol does not cover:  
- Services supplied in the exercise of governmental authority, 

meaning any service which is supplied neither on a commercial 
basis, nor in competition with service suppliers.  
- Procurement by government agencies purchased for 

governmental purposes and not with a view to commercial 
resale is also excluded. 

• Opportunities and Benefits deriving from the Protocol 
for South Africa: 

−Opportunity for South African firms, SMME’s and service 
suppliers to export services related to the development of trade-
related infrastructure on the continent. 

−Opportunity for South African firms, SMME’s and service 
suppliers to export services and capture servification activities in 
continental supply chains. 

−Foster domestic and foreign investment in the services 
economy. 

−Enabling environment for categories of South African services 
salespersons, executives, managers, specialists, professionals, 
personnel engaged in the establishment, to have access to other 
markets to supply services. 

−Even though services negotiations on schedules of specific 
commitments are still incomplete, South African services 
and service suppliers currently enjoy the right to treatment 
no less favourable than that accorded to like services and 
services suppliers. 

−Finally, the TIS Protocol includes provisions pertaining to 
anti-competitive business practices and monopolies. These 
have entered into force and allow us to address abuse of 
monopoly position and actions that substantially prevent 
competition in the services market. 
 

2. SCOPE OF ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS 
• Modalities have adopted a mixed approach to services that 

combines progressive liberalization and regulatory 
cooperation. This means that in implementing the 
obligations and rights arising from the Protocol we are to 
negotiate 2 key elements: (1) schedules of specific 
commitments that remove/reduce measures restricting 
trade and (2) A Framework Agreement on Regulatory 
Cooperation. 

• Pursuing negotiations to improve and develop the export 
of services on the continent by expanding depth and scope 
of liberalization beyond WTO GATS, whilst preserving 
the right to regulate and introduce new regulations in so 
far as such regulations do not impair the rights and 
obligations arising under this Protocol. 

• Negotiations cover all services sectors; there shall be no a 
priori exclusion of any service sector or mode of supply. 

• Negotiations covering the 12 services sectors are done in 
phases, with the initial phase prioritizing 5 sectors: 
Business, Communications, Financial, Tourism, and 
Transport. However, the negotiating guidelines permit us 
to prioritize and negotiate reciprocal liberalization in other 
additional sectors of strategic interest outside of the 5 
priority sectors. 

 
3.  STATUS OF SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS 
/SCHEDULES OF COMMITMENTS 
 
• As of June 2021, initial Services offers submitted in the 5 

priority sectors, stand at 34. 
 

- Consists of 14 individual countries and 2 combined from 
Customs Unions/RECs from EAC (4 out of 6 partner 
states) and ECOWAS (15 partner states plus Mauritania). 

 
 



 

 

 

- The EAC offer excludes Sudan and Tanzania.  
- Botswana and Zimbabwe are the latest offers and undergoing 
technical verification. 
- Of the 34 offers, 24 countries have ratified the Agreement.  
- 6 countries have not ratified and so offers will not be binding. 
 
• Request/Offer negotiations on schedules of specific 

commitments are ongoing and we have missed the 2020 
Summit deadline to complete negotiations by June 2021. 

 
3. Issues of concern include: 
- Countries whose initial offers do not include all 5 priority 

sectors, 
- Excluding substantive sub-sectors from a sector, 
- GATS minus offers,  
- Non-adherence to adopted Modalities and Negotiating 

Guideline and provisions, 
- Inclusion of opaque restrictive economic needs tests for market 

access, 
- Mode 1 and 3, 
- Restricting categories of persons’/service suppliers narrowing 

the range of temporary presence categories SA service suppliers 
can use to access other markets, 
- The combined offers from REC’s EAC and ECOWAS make it 

difficult to ascertain at an individual country level what is being 
offered and the level of liberalization compared to our offer.  

 
4. SA’S INITIAL SERVICES OFFER 
• South Africa submitted an initial Services offer covering all 

5 priority sectors, in February 2020.  
• It offers improvements given under SADC in Transport, 

Communication and Tourism Services and Financial 
Services. Only Business services are the same as GATS with 
no improvements. 

 
• Consultations are ongoing to make improvements: 
- Business Services  
- Update CPC codes used to classify commitments  
- Address requests on Communication, Financial, Business, and 

Transport services received from Mauritius, Swaziland, 
Kenya, Nigeria  

 

5. REQUESTS MADE BY SA TO OTHER STATE AND 
NON-STATE PARTIES 
SA has made detailed requests on all initial offers circulated, 
asking for:  
- Offers to be GATS plus not GATS minus 
- ENT’s to be scheduled in accordance with guidelines 
- Improvements in terms of coverage and modes of supply 
- Reciprocal treatment and removal of specific limitations  

THE AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA CONTINUED 
TRADE-IN SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS  
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implementation of trade in goods agreement. 
− Detailed assessment of limitations on mode 3 and 

implications for investment in services sectors. 
− Detailed assessment of transport services offers and  

limitations and the implications for facilitating 
− Classification of commitments to be clarified to avoid 

potential disputes. 
 
6. DRAFT ELEMENTS FOR REGULATORY 
COOPERATION 
• Under the Council for Trade in Services, there is ongoing 

work to identify the elements for negotiating a regulatory 
cooperation framework. 
- Article 18 (2) provides that State Parties negotiate sector-

specific obligations through the development of regulatory 
frameworks for each of the sectors, as necessary, taking 
account of the best practices and acquits from the RECs, as 
well as the negotiated agreement on sectors for regulatory 
cooperation. 
- Article 28 mandates the development of Annexes to the 

Protocol including a framework on regulatory cooperation. 
• The benefit of Regulatory Cooperation:  
- Complement and facilitate the full and better 

implementation of market access and national treatment 
commitments in all services sectors. 
- Promoting predictability for our services and service 

suppliers, reducing or removing inefficient burdensome 
regulatory procedures and requirements that restrict intra-
African trade in services 
- Promote cooperation in trade in services that allows us to 

strike a balance between allowing space for the legitimate 
use of domestic regulation while preventing its 
protectionist/ discriminatory abuse.  
- Address cross-cutting issues requiring integrated approaches 

to regulatory cooperation 
• It is envisaged such regulatory frameworks will be binding 

and guide the implementation of national laws, regulations, 
and policies.  

• Once the elements are agreed to and adopted it will inform 
the development of a zero text covering sectoral and 
horizontal regulatory cooperation. These negotiations will 
require deep and active participation of a range of 
stakeholders especially regulators and professional bodies. 
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IMPORT STATISTICS -  MAY 2021 

IMPORT & EXPORT STATISTICS 

§ Total Meat Imports for May 2021: 40393mt.  
§ Total Meat Imports is down ↓  by -20% compared to (May 2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Meat imports have decreased↓  by -14%. 

EXPORT STATISTICS -  MAY 2021 

• Total Meat exports for May 2021: 6850mt. 

• Total Meat Exports is down ↓   by -3% compared to (May 2020). 

• Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Meat exports have increased ↑  by +12% 



 

 

 

STATS CONTINUED 

Import Analysis: MaY 2021 
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Chicken (Exl MDM) 
§ Total Chicken imports for May 2021 were 16299mt. 

§ Total Chicken imports are down ↓  by -21% compared to (May 
2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total chicken 

imports have decreased ↓  by -26%. 

Beef 
§ Total Beef imports for May 2021 were 4421mt. 

§ Total Beef imports are up ↑  by +21% compared to (May 
2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Beef 

imports have decreased ↓  by -31%. 
Sheep 

§ Total Sheep imports for May 2021 were 201mt. 

§ Total Sheep imports are down ↓  by -18% compared to (May 
2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Sheep 

imports have decreased ↓  by -47%. 

Pork 
§ Total Pork imports for May 2021 were 2731mt. 

§ Total Pork imports are up↑  by +88% compared to (May 
2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Pork 

imports have decreased↓  by -13%. 
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Export Analysis: MAY 2021 

Chicken (Exl MDM) 
§ Total Chicken exports for May 2021 were 2412mt. 
§ Total Chicken exports down ↓  by -1% compared to (May 2020). 
§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total chicken 

exports have increased ↑  by +9%. 

Beef 
§ Total Beef exports for May 2021 were 2912mt. 
§ Total Beef exports are down↓  by -16% compared to (May 

2020). 
§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Beef 

exports have increased ↑  by +10%. 
Sheep 

§ Total Sheep exports for May 2021 were 219mt. 

§ Total Sheep exports are up↑  by +26% compared to (May 2020). 
§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Sheep exports 

have increased ↑  by +99% 

Pork 
§ Total Pork exports for May 2021 were 1308mt. 

§ Total Pork exports are up ↑by +71% compared to (May 
2020). 

§ Year on Year (June 20-May 21 vs June 19-May 20) Total Pork 

exports have increased↑  by +5%. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Flexibility in Belgian meat export:  
“It’s all about professionalism” 

What makes Belgian suppliers stand 
out? 
“It takes a certain attitude to export to countries all over the 
world.” That attitude is just one of the elements that make the 
Belgian meat suppliers stand out. One of our suppliers explains 
their approach, all aiming for the same result: "… everyone 
everywhere can enjoy a delicious piece of meat with 
confidence." 

Tailor-made  
Belgium’s efficient and modern meat processing industry is 
particularly known for its flexibility. At the same time, 
your needs are unique. That’s why the Belgian meat 
suppliers want to cooperate closely with you to work out 
the tailor-made solution you need. Generations of 
perfectionists seek to bring safe, high-quality meat to your 
market. 

Experts in every link of the chain 
From the production of feed to veterinary services to the 
slaughterhouses and cutting plants—each next link in the 
chain is as important as the previous. That’s why in every 
part of the process, you’ll find professionals who are 
experts in their field, and who are passionate about their 
job. 

Minimum risk for maximum food 
safety and quality 
In Belgium, we take food quality and safety very seriously. 
That’s why we subject our process to extensive internal and 
external audits, carried out by independent bodies. In this way, 
we can carefully assess any possible risk and take action when 
necessary. 

Belgium leads in high-yield pork 
production 
The Belgian Landrace is known for its high yield. It 
combines a high percentage of lean meat with high carcass 
weight. The Belgian farmers deliver a lean pig with a meat 
percentage of +60% and a dressed weight of +96 kg. In 
other words, an efficient butchering of the Belgian 
Landrace guarantees more meat per piece. 

Belgium regains market access to 
various markets after being 

declared ASF-free 
On 21 December 2020, the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE) confirmed the ASF-free status of all Belgian 
pigs. This was revoked in September 2018 following an 
outbreak of ASF in the wild boar population. During this 
entire period, Belgium succeeded in keeping its domestic 
pigs free from ASF.  
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Decisive and consistent action 
led to the eradication of ASF in 
the wild boar population  
From the inception of the outbreak in September 2018, 
Belgium’s strategy always consisted of eradicating ASF 
(African Swine Fever) among the wild boar population in 
Belgium. A wide range of different measures and actions 
were taken. Fencing was installed, forests were closed to 
the public, an intensive identification and destruction 
programme implemented, hunting and trapping... These 
all proved to be crucial factors for achieving this objective.  
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BELGIUM MEAT CONTINUED 

Important: the domestic pig 
herd was always safe and 
free from ASF 
Belgium is one of the largest pork producers in 
Europe, exporting more than two-thirds of its 
pork. To protect this key industry, preventing 
contamination of the domestic herd with this 
disease was crucial.  
In addition to the extensive biosafety measures 
that were implemented, additional measures 
were taken. This meant that each sick pig had to 
be tested for ASF, regardless of its symptoms. 
To date, more than 22,000 samples came back 
negative, and more have since been added.  

High level of alertness 
thanks to continuous 
monitoring and control  
Despite regaining its ASF-free status, Belgium 
will continue to check for animal diseases, both 
in its domestic herd and in the wild boar 
population. The monitoring and control 
measures will remain in force for now.  

European law had already 
reinstated Belgium’s ASF-
free status  
The OIE publication follows the decision by the 
European Commission on 20 November 2020 to 
abolish the regulated areas that were put in place 
after the outbreak of the virus in the wild boar 
population.  
 

Belgian Meat Office is your contact point when getting in touch with the 
Belgian pork and beef export companies. The meat export office was 

founded in 2003 under the umbrella of the VLAM, Flanders’ Agricultural 
Marketing Board, and it coordinates the promotion of pork and beef export. 
On the one hand by offering export support and on the other through B2B 

promotion. 
www.belgianmeat.com 

Belgian Facts & Figures: 
pork supply balance 

 
Production: 1,1 million tonnes 

• 5% of EU production 
• 1% of global production 

 
2/3 of the volume is exported 

• Dominantly within the EU 
• In total to over 70 countries worldwide 
• World’s 7th exporter 

MORE ABOUT THE 
BELGIAN MEAT OFFICE 



 

 

USMEF Africa 

February 2021 

     

USMEF Africa 
July 2021 

Full	  report	  available	  on	  amiesa.co.za	  	  

May exports record large for beef & 
variety meats, 3rd highest for pork 
& variety meats 
 
U.S. May exports of beef muscle cuts totaled 105,093 mt, up 
69% year-over-year and record large, while exports of beef 
variety meats totaled 28,347 mt, up 65% and the highest since 
2019, bringing total beef and variety meat exports to 133,440 
mt, up 68% and record large.  The large May total drove 
January – May beef exports to 462,663 mt, up 17%, and beef 
variety meat exports to 125,175 mt, up 6%, for a year-to-date 
total of 587,838 mt, up 15% and on a record pace.  Beef and 
variety meat exports accounted for 15% of production through 
May, at which pace 2021 would surpass the annual record of 
14.6% set in 2018.  China continues to be the largest growth 
market for U.S. beef exports (accounting for 80% of the export 
growth so far this year) followed by Korea, Central America, 
South America, and the ASEAN, and exports are also 
rebounding to Mexico. 
May exports of pork muscle cuts totaled 233,648 mt, up 12% 
year-over-year and the fifth-highest monthly volume, while 
exports of pork variety meats totaled 49,969 mt, up 41% and 
the highest since 2017, bringing total pork and variety meat 
exports to 283,617 mt, up 16% and the third highest monthly 
volume on record.  January – May pork exports were 1.117 
million mt, down 2%, while pork variety meat exports were 
218,908 mt, up 4%, for a year-to-date total of 1.336 million 
mt, down 1% from last year’s record pace.  Pork and variety 
meat exports accounted for 31.8% of production through May, 
compared to the 2020 annual share of 29.3%.   
 
South Africa leads growth for U.S. 
beef kidney exports, U.S. beef heart 
exports are also higher to South 
Africa, but beef liver exports slower 
 
2020 U.S. frozen beef liver exports were 84,128 mt, down 3% 
from 2019 but up 1% from 2018. In 2021, monthly exports 
were over 7,000 mt for January, March, and April, but exports 
slowed to 4,700 mt in February (likely impacted by severe 
winter storms that month).  May exports reached 8,405 mt, the 
highest monthly volume since February 2020.  Egypt made 
regulatory changes last November that addressed non-science-
based barriers to U.S. beef liver exports, and U.S. monthly beef 
liver exports to Egypt rebounded to the highest level since 
before the pandemic from November to January before slowing 
from February – April.   

But, exports to Egypt rebounded again in May 2021 to 4,996 
mt, the highest since January.  First-quarter 2021 exports to 
South Africa averaged 577 mt per month, but April 2021 
exports were the highest since last September at 1,561 mt, up 
12% year-over-year.  May exports totaled 858 mt, down 47%.  
For January – May 2021, the top ten markets were: Egypt 
(19,862 mt, -2.5%), South Africa (4,150 mt, -38%), Peru 
(2,697 mt, -2%), Canada (973 mt, +32%), Angola (949 mt, -
36%), Colombia (910 mt, +141%), Chile (865 mt, +91%), 
Mexico (787 mt, +16%), Japan (645 mt, +278%), and 
Indonesia (436 mt, +119%).   
For January - May 2021, U.S. frozen beef kidney exports 
totaled 4,322 mt, up 21% and the highest since 2013.  Nearly 
all the growth was driven by South Africa (2,471 mt, +516%), 
with monthly shipments to South Africa holding at over 600 mt 
in both April and May, which was the highest level in recent 
years.  From January – May, South Africa took 57% of total 
U.S. frozen beef kidney exports, up from 11% in 2020 and 
13.5% in 2019.  Other top export destinations for January – 
May were: Cote d’Ivoire (749 mt, +2%), Jamaica (446 mt, 
+1%), Gabon (289 mt, -81%), Egypt (91 mt, -32%), Mexico 
(86 mt, -39%), and Indonesia (73 mt, up from 0 mt).     
From January – May 2021, U.S. frozen beef heart exports 
were up 103% to 12,076 mt, the highest since 2014 and driven 
primarily by increases to Mexico and Indonesia.  The top 
markets were: Mexico (8,196 mt, +167%), Indonesia (1,825 
mt, +575%), Egypt (456 mt, +6%), Hong Kong (433 mt, -
57%), South Africa (357 mt, +867%), Gabon (331 mt, 
+20%), and Japan (331 mt, up significantly).  Exports to South 
Africa were up from 37 mt for January – May 2020, but were 
down 12% from 405 mt for January – May 2019. 
  
Strong demand continues to power 
the domestic market 
 
Grocery sales continue to hold above pre-Covid levels, and 
foodservice sales surged to new highs in May and June with 
pent-up demand for eating out once Covid-related restrictions 
eased.  June grocery sales were up 3% from last year and up 
14% from 2019 at $66.1 billion, while foodservice sales 
reached a record $72.3 billion in June, up 40% from last year 
and up 8% from 2019 (partially due to food and labour price 
inflation).  For the first half of the year, 2021 grocery sales 
totaled $386 billion, up 0.3% from last year and up 14% from 
2019.  Foodservice sales totaled $381 billion, up 29% from last 
year and up 0.1% from 2019.  Total grocery and foodservice 
sales were $767 billion in the first half of 2021, up 13% from 
last year and up 7% from 2019.   
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USDA expects lower 2nd half 2021 beef 
and pork production compared to 
last year 
 
USDA’s latest forecast is for 2021 beef production to be 12.66 
million mt, up 2.7% from last year and record large.  USDA 
estimates that the first half of 2021 beef production was up 
6.7% year-over-year, but Q3 production is expected to be 
down 0.6% from last year (but up 2.2% from 2019), and Q4 
production is expected to be down 1.2% from last year (and 
down 0.3% from 2019).  2022 beef production forecasts down 
2.1% year-over-year to 12.39 million mt. Beef cow slaughter 
has been elevated in 2021 due to drought and low returns to 
cow/calf producers.  The semi-annual cattle inventory report 
will be released in late July and will give a clearer indication of 
expectations for future beef production.       
Year-to-date total beef production is up 6.5% from 2020 and 
up 4.1% from 2019, with cattle slaughter up 6.3% from 2020 
and up 1.0% from 2019.  But, over the last four weeks, 
production was down 3.0% from last year and down 0.2% 
from 2019, and slaughter was down 1.0% from 2020 and down 
1.8% from 2019.  Steer weights usually trend seasonally lower 
from the beginning of the year into May, and steer weights 
dropped below last year's high levels this May.  Weights remain 
below a year ago but started to move seasonally higher in late 
June and were 884 lbs. for the week ending July 3, down 1% 
year-over-year.  On June 1, the cattle on feed inventory totaled 
11.7 million head, up 0.2% from the previous year and up 
2.9% from the previous 5-year average.  It was the second-
highest inventory for June after 2019.  It is expected that the 
cattle on feed inventory dipped below year-ago levels in July.   
 
After increasing by 24% from 2014 – 2020, USDA expects 
2021 pork production to decrease slightly year-over-year to 
12.77 million mt, down 0.5%. 
 
USDA estimates that the first half of 2021 pork production was 
up 1.7% from last year, but Q3 production is expected to be 
down 2.7% from last year (but up 2.3% from 2019), and Q4 
production is expected to be down 2.5% from last year (and 
down 2.0% from 2019).  2022 pork production is forecast 
down 0.1% year-over-year at 12.76 million mt.       
 

Choice beef cutout moving OFF ITS 
SEASONAL HIGH, FOLLOWING RECORD 
PRICES IN LAT MAY AND EARLY JULY  
  
The Choice beef cutout reached a spring peak of $3.39/lb. in 
late May/early June as strong grilling season demand, 
rebounding food service, and strong exports propelled the 
cutout to the highest level on record apart from five weeks 
last year when prices surged due to initial pandemic 
disruptions.  Now that the major spring and summer grilling 
holidays have passed, the Choice beef cutout has been 
adjusting seasonally lower. For the week ending July 16, the 
Choice cutout averaged $2.72/lb., up 35% from last year 
and up 27% from 2019.   
 
Middle meat values have been moving lower from their 
record/near-record highs set in late May/early June now that 
we have moved into very hot summer weather (which 
dampens grilling demand) and now that the last major grilling 
holiday until September has passed (the 4th of July).  For the 
spring highs, Choice heavy boneless ribeyes peaked at 
$13.12/lb., Choice tenderloins at $18.30/lb., NY strips at 
$10.22/lb., and Choice boneless top butts at $5.15/lb.  For 
the week ending July 16, Choice heavy boneless ribeyes 
averaged $8.60/lb., up 17% from last year and up 16% from 
2019.  Choice tenderloins averaged $14.00/lb., up 79% 
from last year and up 48% from 2019.  Choice NY strips 
averaged $6.82/lb., up 8% from last year and up 21% from 
2019.  Choice boneless top butts averaged $3.76/lb., up 
37% from last year and up 21% from 2019.   
 
Pork prices trending higher in 
July 
 
The pork cutout reached a seasonal high of $1.34/lb. in early 
June which was the second-highest weekly average price on 
record.  Prices adjusted lower the following two weeks but 
have since been trending higher on seasonally lower 
production (and tighter production levels for the last four 
weeks compared to 2020 and 2019) along with continued 
domestic and export demand and limited cold storage stocks.  
For the week ending July 16, the pork cutout averaged 
$1.19/lb., up 74% from last year and up 65% from 2019.   
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ChickenFacts launches its first Podcast on the Poultry 
Sector in Africa 

The price of chicken on the supermarket shelf should be a matter of concern to every citizen, as chicken is 
the most affordable protein available.  Currently, there is a huge debate about the future of our poultry 
industry.  On the one hand, poultry producers claim that without higher prices they face ruin, while other 
roleplayers assert that the industry should not be protected from fair competition. 
 
It’s a complex issue, but it affects everyone -  a rise in the price of chicken will have an effect on the cost of 
living.  But in the fast world of instant information, it is difficult to get to the nub of a complex argument.  
The result is an ongoing debate about the poultry industry that does not seem to get anywhere. 
 
Chicken Facts is an information resource for media, the industry, and the consumer.    We aim to bring 
you information so that you can make up your mind.  We want to be the thought leader for the industry, 
analysing issues and presenting the facts so you can make up your own mind.   
 
We are also introducing our new podcast, Chicken Bytes. These short podcasts introduce experts who 
analyse issues in the poultry industry.  The aim is to make complex issues easier to understand. 
 
In our first episode, we tackle the continued debate about the issue of import tariffs and dumping.  There is a perception that the 
local poultry industry is being severely damaged by cheap imports which need to be combatted by import tariffs - which will push 
up the price on the supermarket shelf.  Unfortunately, the debate is muddied by a misunderstanding or misrepresentation of trade 
data.  To settle this debate, ITAC (the International Trade Administration Commission) is doing an in-depth investigation, and this 
is likely to take up to 18 months.   
 
Just recently a respected economist, Mike Schussler, wrote an opinion piece in which he made some strong statements – based on 
misleading information - about dumping, and how unscrupulous countries are bending laws in order to offload unwanted chicken 
in South Africa.  Our podcast, therefore, tackles his statements and stresses how important it is to make sure that an argument is 
based on correct information.   
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It’s all very complicated – but at the end of the day this will be all you need to understand 

regarding the chicken import and export industry 

 
Be Aware, Be Informed, Be Prepared. 
We have found in our newsletter that there are complex issues in the poultry 
industry that cannot be unpacked in a tweet or press release.  So we have 
launched the Chicken Bytes podcast, where our host Paul Matthew consults 
with experts on the poultry industry to explain some of the more complicated 
aspects of the industry.  In our first episode, we look at the ITAC investigation 
into dumping.   

 



 

 

LEVY APPLICATION UPDATE 
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AMIE Levy Application 
 
AMIE is currently funded primarily through member contributions. To meet the key objectives of its 
strategic plan, and to benefit the meat and poultry import and export sector as a whole (including to focus on 
exports and to assist with transformation in the sector), AMIE intends to apply for a statutory levy under the 
Marketing of Agricultural Products Act, 1996.  
 
The levy will be imposed on the import and export of meat and poultry and is envisaged to the only amount 
to 2 cents per kilogram, providing an estimated income of R13 000 000 per year.  
 
The key activities that will be funded under the levy are:  
 

• Transformation 
• Market Access 
• Consumer assurance 
• Research 
• Sanitary and phytosanitary measures 

 
AMIE is in the process of consulting with all key stakeholders (including potential transformation 
beneficiaries) on the proposed levy, its make- up and its proposed application.  
 
Once this process is completed, it is expected that a formal application will be made to the National 
Agricultural Marketing towards the end of 2021 and that the levy will be imposed from the beginning of 
2023. 
 
Interested persons are invited to discuss the proposed application with AMIE, please contact Paul Matthew 
(paul@amiesa.co.za) for further information. 
 



 

 

The Association of Meat Importers & 
Exporters – Funding of Functions via a 
dedicated Levy 
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AMIE was formed in 1996 as a mouthpiece for meat 
and poultry importers and exporters, to promote and 
safeguard their common interests. AMIE is a non-
exclusive membership-based organisation not for 
gain, and any meat or poultry importer or exporter can become a member. 
 
Currently, AMIE consist of 60 members made up of Ordinary and Associate members during the 2020 year imported 
and exported approximately 680 000 tons of poultry and meat products. 
 
The organization’s strategic Five- year plan 2019-2024 is to achieve the following:  

• Continuing and furthering the sustainability and growth of AMIE as the leading representative body for all 
stakeholders in the import and export of poultry and meat industry. 

• Maintain and build strategic relationships with key stakeholders, including associations associated with AMIE 
members’ value chain 

• Ensure participation in strategic decisions that impact AMIE members 
• Visibility in strategic forums 
• Strategic alliances with common interest bodies 
• Push innovation and new thinking internally and externally 
• Development of policies and procedures that foster transparent, good corporate  practices 
• Developing a set of trade standards covering all disciplines across the import and export industry that has been 

accepted, and adopted, by all stakeholders within the poultry and meat industry. 
• Establishment of standing committees and workgroups to identify barriers, risks, and challenges that affect trading 

practices of members 
• Communicate and educate stakeholders, members, and non-members on the need for agreed standards 
• Development, research, and ongoing review and adoption of industry standards 
 

AMIE's functions are primarily funded via member contributions. AMIE also receives a small contribution from Red 
Meat levy funds, although this is limited to red meat imports, and does not cover activities related to other services 
provided to members, and is scheduled to fall away at the end of 2022. 
 
To meet the implementation challenges imposed by its strategic plan, the meat and poultry import and export industry 
would benefit from a dedicated levy imposed under the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act, 1996 (the "MAP Act”), 
and wishes to explore the possibility of AMIE applying for such a levy on behalf of the meat and poultry import and 
export sector. If successful, the levy would also fund activities currently paid via membership fees, to ensure there are no 
double payments. 
 
The key activities that are linked to the strategic plan and which are foreseen to be funded under the levy are as follows:  

 



 

 

Association 
administration 

Interaction with members, international industry bodies, 
local industry bodies, regular newsletters to members, 
correspondence, and to promote and protect the 
interests of the members. General administration of the 
Association. 
 

Information sharing: 
Disseminate information amongst 
members on all matters impacting the 
Meat Industry. 
Trade data Imports & Exports 
Newsletters 
 

Levy 
administration  

Professional levy service provider (e.g. MSMS) 
 

Levy collection and administration  
 

Customer 
Assurance 

Trade issues related to “trade barriers” Tariffs, 
Safeguards, Regulation 

Consultants/Consultations/ Staff 
costs/Workshops 

Government bodies. 
• ITAC 
• DTIC 
• DALRRD 
 
Trading partners, and confer and 
collaborate with all bodies exporting 
meat products. 

Market Access Dealing with Import tariffs, safeguard trade barriers. To 
deal with all trade matters that may affect the common 
interest of members. 
To convey views and recommendations to all concerned, 
to improve the meat import and export business. 

Sanitary & 
Phytosanitary 
Measures (SPS) 

Ensuring fair practices in the food trade. Working with 
DALRRD on promoting coordination of all food 
standards work undertaken by the regulator. Ensuring 
consolidation between industry and government, 
initiating and guiding the preparation of SPS draft 
standards. 

State Port Vets 
Head VPH 
Laboratories 
Permit Office 
 

Industry 
liaison 

Build a strong presence on the latest media platforms, including social media networks such as Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter, as well as the latest technology trends (interactive websites, AI, video content, 
etc.). Clear messaging and responsibilities for executing these messages. Set up all new technology 
platforms and establish the basic fundamentals of those platforms. Develop a set of guidelines to govern 
interaction with these platforms that will guide all members of AMIE on how they should manage and 
engage with the new set of media. 
Develop a set of guidelines to govern interaction with these platforms that will guide all members of AMIE 
on how they should manage, and engage with the new set of media. Define relationships that are important 
to AMIE – e.g. AFASA, BIEMASA, who are involved in imports. Strong relationships with HDIs and with 
African farmers that are also represented within this industry, to bring diversity and inclusivity  

Exports  Supporting the Poultry Master Plan, the government calls: "Export cooked and raw product to SADC and 
other ACFTA countries, the EU, and the Middle East. We aim to export at least 3-5% of production by 
2023, 7-10% by 2028, and a growing proportion thereafter.” 

Research & 
Development 
(RND) 

Evolving economic, political, and social conditions, in both the domestic and global domains, offer 
unprecedented threats that face our members. For the Association of Meat Importers and Exporters 
(AMIE) to be more in tune with the new business world, and with the changing trade landscape, we need 
strong/ pertinent strategies around the activities supported by AMIE. 

FUNDING OF FUNCTIONS VIA LEVY - CONTINUED 
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Required portfolios 
within AMIE: 

SPS specialist 

PROVIDER 

Transformation 
manager 

Trust or 
Funding 

Mechanism 

Research/subject 
matter experts 

Academia partners 
Trade economists 

Transformation (e.g. Assist middle-income 
farmers to export, Enterprise 

Development, Technical Support) 
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FUNDING OF FUNCTIONS VIA LEVY - CONTINUED 

As part of a statutory levy application under the MAP Act, 
certain guidelines must be adhered to, as determined by the 
NAMC, in particular, that the administration costs of the 
levy may not exceed 10%, and that at least 20% of the levy 
income must be earmarked for transformation. 
 
In addition, the levy must further the objectives of the MAP 
Act (i.e. increasing market access for market participants, 
promotion of the efficiency of the marketing of agricultural 
products, optimisation of export earnings, and the overall 
enhancement of the viability of the agricultural sector), and 
may not be detrimental to food security, the number of 
employment opportunities within the economy, or to fair 
labour practices. It is believed that the proposed activities are 
aligned with the objectives of the MAP Act, and do not fall 
short of the food security, employment, and labour practice 
criteria. 
Consultation with stakeholders affected by the levy is of key 
concern. The key stakeholders to be consulted are poultry 
and meat importers (and exporters), potential 
transformation beneficiaries, labour as well as consumers 
(although not directly affected) will also be consulted. 
 
The envisaged amount of the levy (based on poultry and meat 
imports and exports) will only be 2 cents (two cents). It is 
envisaged that the levy will be imposed with effect from 
January 2023, and be valid until 2028. The levy will be 
payable before an export or import permit is issued. 
 
 

Activity Amount 
Consumer Assurance R 1 500 000.00 
Market access R 500.000.00 
Transformation R 5 000 000.00 
Research (RND) R 1 000 000.00 
Liaison R 651 572.00 
AMIE administration 
Based on current expenditure 
(6% annual increase) 

R 3 200 000.00 

Sanitary & Phytosanitary 
Measures (SPS) includes 
employee cost 

R 540 000.00 

SUBTOTAL R 12 391,572.00 
Levy administration 
Based on 4% of projected 
income 

R 495 662.88 

TOTAL R 12 887,234.88 
 

The breakdown of costs per activity can be 

illustrated as follows: 
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ONGOING AND UPCOMING MATTERS 
 
Sunset review 
This matter is nearing closure. We received and commented on the essential facts letter, which was replete with very large 
errors. ITAC refused to give us copies of the calculations, so although we can see most of them are wrong, we have no way to 
tell how they are wrong. 
We requested an oral hearing, but they refused this too. I would guess they have already taken a decision and sent it to Minister 
Patel for his approval. We have written to both Patel and Minister Mboweni, asking them to not proceed with the decision 
until we have had sight of a proper essential facts letter, as well as having been given the opportunity to be heard by the 
Commission. To date, we have had no response. 
 
New anti-dumping investigation 
An enormous number of both importers and exporters have responded. ITAC is still issuing deficiency letters. These are 
coming out at the rate of around 3 a week, so there are still a few weeks left before these have all been issued.  
Once all of them have been dealt with, ITAC can then either move directly to a preliminary duty, which would be unusual, but 
not unprecedented, or can first verify everyone who responded adequately to their deficiency letters and then move the 
preliminary decision. It is impossible to know which way they will swing. 
At the rate they are moving, the soonest I can see a preliminary duty being imposed would be around the end of August. It 
could be faster, but that would require a superhuman effort on their behalf. 
Once the preliminary decision has been implemented, companies who missed the original deficiency deadline will have 14 days 
to fix things up to be considered for the final decision. If this deadline is missed, then they will be permanently removed from 
the investigation. It is impossible to know what the outcome will be for either of these cases at the moment, except to say we 
are not seeing duties likely to be close to the requested position, for companies that cooperated. 
 
Rebate applications for wings and deboned leg quarters 
The applications for temporary rebates on wings and deboned leg quarters have been aggressively opposed by SAPA. It is not 
entirely clear why, because they don't supply what is being requested, so the rebates should not negatively impact them. 
Temporary rebates are only applicable when the product cannot be supplied. If SAPA can supply, then the permit, which gives 
the rebate benefit, will not be issued. Nevertheless, they remain steadfast in their opposition. 
XA is busy responding to their letters and has requested an oral hearing in both matters. We have not yet received a response to 
the oral request. 

CONTACT INFO 
Suite Number 63, Building 1, Prism Business Park, Ruby Close,  

Fourways, Johannesburg 
NUMBER: 011 367 0645   | www.amiesa.co.za   | paul@amiesa.co.za 

 



 

 

 


